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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study fundamental economic and social state of
members of farm woman groups in Rayong Province; 2) to study the participation of the members of
farm woman groups in operating activities; 3 ) to study factors relating to their strengthening in the
operation of farm woman groups; and 4) to study their problems and suggestions on the operation of
farm woman groups. The population in this study was 3,765 members of 196 farm woman groups in
Rayong Province who were registered with Agricultural Extension Department as members of farm
Woman groups in Rayong Province. The sample size was determined by using Taro Yamane formula.
The samples were selected by using a simple random sampling methodology. The data were collected
by interviewing the studied members using an interview form. The statistical methodology used to
analyze the data were frequency, mean, minimum value, maximum value, and standard deviation and
Analysis of Variance — ANOVA . The findings of this study were as follows: 1) the average age of the
studied members was 57.35 years. Most of them were educated at primary level. The average number of
their household members was 3.94 persons. They were a member of other farmer groups too, mostly a
member of a developing group or a community enterprise group. The average period of their being a
member of a farm woman group was 15.29 years. The average number of their household labor was
5.29 persons. It was found that high-grade and medium-grade farm woman groups understood the
objectives of their group at high level, while enhancing-grade farm woman group understood the
objectives of their group at medium level. 2 ) It was found that high-grade farm woman groups
participated in the operation of their members at high level, while medium-grade and enhancing-grade
farm woman groups participated in the operation of their members at medium level. And 3) considering
factors relating to their strengthening in the operation of farm woman groups, it was found that high-
grade farm woman groups had the operation of their groups continuously, either in the aspect of giving
profits to their members, marketing planning/distributing, or following up, including production
planning, and receiving the support from both public and private sectors continuously, while medium-
grade and enhancing-grade farm woman groups had the operation of their groups discontinuously and
they rarely received the support from both public and private sectors.

Keywords: Group strengthening, Farm woman group, Rayong Province
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